MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ASHTON HAYES PARISH COUNCIL –– held on Monday 2nd February 2009  – 8.00pm in Ashton Hayes Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes, Cheshire.

PRESENT:  Mrs P Tilley (Chair), Mr R Holland, Mrs D Stubbs, Mr D Lee and    Mr G Charnock.  

ALSO PRESENT:  5 members of the public. 

CLERK:  Mrs Andrea Thwaite

	168
	APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Mrs Lu Strudwick, Mr T Scadeng, Mr H Deynem, Mr Julian Auckland-Lewis, and, Cllr A Garman and Cllr E Johnston.



	169
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Mrs Pauline Tilley declared an interest in the following items:

Personal Interest in Muir Housing

Prejudicial Interest in Caretaker Issues.



	170
	MINUTES

Minutes from the meeting held on 19th January 2009  were accepted  as a true record with a minor amendment that the Parish Council’s Away Day is bi-annual.



	171
	PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME

A member of the public raised concern over the proposed “Lawful Land Application” for potential Allotments in Willow Hayes.  Issues over increased traffic and car parking were raised as the main concerns.

The Chairman stated that she has spoken with Chester City Council’s Planning Dept and they have confirmed that only the use of the land was being considered at this stage.   (You don’t need ‘at present’ as well as ‘at this stage’) 

RESOLVED:  The Chairman to keep members of the public updated on this matter.



	172
	FINANCE

The following expenditures were approved at the following meetings:

Chq 376 – Mr Tilley £31.03  Half pay sick pay

Chq 377 cancelled

Chq 378 Mrs Thwaite Clerk.  £355.75.  Dec salary, expenses

Chq 379 Trinity News – St Cleaner advert  £28.18

Chq 380 British Gas.  £55.50 Parish Rooms

Chq 381 British Gas Boiler Maintenance £172.40

Chq 382 Church yard grant £900.00 08/09

Chq 383 United Utilities Water at Parish Rooms £24.72

FEBRUARY

Chq  384 – Mr P Tilley – Caretaker  1 month half pay .  £30.05

Chq 385 – Scottish Power.  £34.68  28/10/08 – 26/1/09 Electricity

Chq 386 AshWorth Time Bank.  Caretaker Parish Rooms £46.57.  7.5 hrs

Chq 387 Mrs Thwaite.  Clerk.  January salary.  £204.70

	173
	RECEIPTS OF INCOME

The following income was received:

£84.00 Scrabble Club



	174
	PLANNING

Planning applications were received as follows:

17 Old Hall Court – Detached garage.  09/0068/FUL – Mr Holland to undertake observations

2 Booth Avenue – 09/00090/FUL – Front Hallway extension to dwelling.



	175
	TARVIN FISHERY

Due to the concerns that were raised at January’s Parish Council meeting, the Clerk contacted Chester City Council’s Enforcement Planning Officers.  They confirmed that at present nothing unlawful has happened though he was concerned about the amount of soil that is being moved and how it is being dealt with.   The situation is being monitored and further reports will be received.



	176
	BOOTH AVENUE VERGES

Residents have requested again that the No Parking signs on the verges be removed.  Residents still require the verges to be tarmaced and this will be forwarded to Cheshire West and Chester Council.

RESOLVED:

The Clerk to contact Cllr Garman relating to this matter.



	177
	HIGHWAYS – THE MEADOWS

The Clerk has spoken with Graham Anderton – County Highways Officer regarding the condition of  The  Meadows following the drainage works last summer.  He advised that it is their intention to leave the surface for two years to settle before it is re-surfaced.  However he would visit the site and report back.

Resolved:  The Clerk to follow up this matter



	178
	PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP

Members from the Parish Council are supposed to be meeting with members of the Parish Plan Steering Group.  The Chairman confirmed that the proposed meeting  date is Wednesday 4th February and requested as many Parish Councillor to attend this meeting as possible.

Discussions followed over the ownership of the plan and it was agreed that the village owns it  and the Parish Plan Steering Group does not have the “authority” to implement it and the Parish Council does.



	179
	COMMUNITY SHOP

It was confirmed that the Parish Council has awarded a donation of £200 towards the Community Shop initiative for printing and publicity materials use only.

A meeting on Thursday with a solicitor is to take place.  The Steering Group is hoping to receive a free service in lieu of payment.



	180
	AWAY DAY

The Chairman confirmed that two dates for the pending Away Day have been proposed  28th March and 4th April.  M&M Conference Suite is available for the event.

RESOLVED:  Clerk to confirm arrangements.



	181
	GOING CARBON NEUTRAL PROJECT

Mr Charnock updated members on the GCNP.  A newsletter is being distributed in the coming weeks an thanks are expressed to Adam 



	182
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Sign missing in Gongar Lane.

Street Lights at both ends of the Passageway are out

Street Light in Peel Hall Lane near number 20 is also out.

30mph sign from Mouldsworth to Ashton Hayes is covered by overhanging trees.

RESOLVED:  Clerk to forward these issues to the relevant authorities.

Public Transport – Bus into Chester at 7.50am stops on the Main Road and not the village.

Mr Andy Barret has been appointed to Street Cleanser and starts 2nd February 2009.



	183
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 2nd March  2009 -  8.00pm




…………………………………………  Signed.

…………………………………………Date

Meeting finished at 8.50pm

