MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ASHTON HAYES PARISH COUNCIL –– held on Monday 2nd March 2009  – 8.00pm in Ashton Hayes Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes, Cheshire.

PRESENT:  Mrs P Tilley (Chair), Mr R Holland, Mrs D Stubbs, Mr  Deynem, Mrs L Strudwick, Mr D Lee, Mr T Scadeng,  and  Mr G Charnock.  

ALSO PRESENT: 3 members of the public and Cllr Garman. 

CLERK:  Mrs Andrea Thwaite

	184
	APOLOGIES

No apologies were received



	185
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Mrs Pauline Tilley declared an interest in the following items:

Personal Interest in Muir Housing

Prejudicial Interest in Caretaker Issues.



	186
	MINUTES

Minutes from the meeting held on 2nd February  2009  were accepted  as a true record.



	187
	PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME

Various anti social behaviour incidents in the village were raised.  Paula Marshall – Chester and District Housing Trust and the Police have been contacted and following their advice Incident Logs are now being completed.

It was reported that a Street Light in Foxhunter Close was out.

Resolved:  Clerk to forward details on to County Highways.

Councillor Garman informed the members that SID (Speed Indicator Device) will be operating in the village for one week from 16th March 2009 and volunteers were required.  Following concern over what were the benefits from operating the SID, Member were informed that its purpose is to raise awareness to Motorists and if necessary forward the results to the police for their attention.



	188
	FINANCE

The following expenditures were approved at the following meetings:

Gary Charnock – Reimbursement of Website expenses £164.65

Ash-Worth Time Bank – February expenses (No timesheets received)
Andy Barrett – Street Cleanser – February Salary  £248.40

Peter Tilley – Caretaker Sick Pay £31.05

Andrea Thwaite – Clerk  £248.85 February salary

Ashton Hayes PCC – Churchyard Grant £20.00

Staples – Paper and stationery £43.23



	188
	RECEIPTS OF INCOME

The following income was received:

Chester City Council - £54.60.  Backpay for pay award to Street Cleanser

Chester City Council £450.00 2008/09 Churchyard Grant

Chester City Council £800.00 – repayment of Area Committee Grant for Scout Hut Roof

Chester City Council £1,000.00 repayment of Area Committee Grant for Village Hall project.

Ash-worth Time Bank for £177.50 - rental of Parish rooms July 08 - Dec 08



	189
	RATE RELIEF ASHTON HAYES PARISH ROOMS

Members were informed that notification from Cheshire West and Chester Council had been received confirming that for 2009/10 the Parish Rooms would have 100% Rate Relief.



	190
	PLANNING

Planning applications had been received as follows:

17 Old Hall Court – Detached garage.  09/0068/FUL – Mr Holland to undertake observations.  NO observations recorded.

2 Booth Avenue – 09/00090/FUL – Front Hallway extension to dwelling.  No observations recorded.



	191
	UPDATE ON PROPOSED RECREATION FIELD

Members were informed that Mr Lewis had requested via his solicitor that the  land would be sold to the Parish Council with the following conditions:  125 year covenant and an 80 year lease hold.  The Parish Council’s solicitor advised the Parish Council that these conditions were too excessive.

The Parish Council was looking to purchase the field under Freehold.  

RESOLVED:  Mr Scadeng to circulate a draft letter stating the Parish Council’s requests.



	192
	EXTERNAL APPRASIAL ON PARISH ROOMS

Mr Scadeng reported that he had completed an external appraisal on the Parish Rooms and had produced a maintenance programme:

Windows need repairing; Barge Boards and front door need glossing; splash line, gutters and pipes need painting; front door needs shaving and the lock repairing;  small yard to the rear of the rooms needs attention; notice board outside needs renovating.

RESOLVED:  Mr Scadeng to organise quotations for the work



	193
	AROUND ASHTON HAYES NEWSLETTERS

It was reported that the next newsletter would be circulated in April.

RESOLVED:  All articles to Mr Holland as soon as possible



	194
	FOOTPATH – PEEL HALL

Following a site visit with Cheshire County Council’s Footpath Officer regarding the diversion to the footpath at Peel Hall, Mr Holland and Mrs Strudwick reported that they were now satisfied with the proposed diversion.

However concern was raised from other Members of the Parish Council relating to the diversion such as: whether the farm could revert back to a working farm in future years.

The Parish Council voted on whether they supported the diversion of the Footpath:

FOR:  4 members

AGAINST: 3 members

RESOLVED:  The Clerk to inform the Footpath Officer that the Parish Council was now satisfied with the diversion.



	194
	AWAY DAY – 28TH MARCH 2009

Members were reminded that the Parish Council was holding an Away Day in M&M’s Conference Room on Saturday 28th March from 9.30am – 2pm.



	195
	PARISH ROOMS REBUILD COSTS

Mr Johnston confirmed that the rebuild cost for insurance purposes for the Parish Rooms was £175,000. 



	196
	ACTION LIST 2008 AND PROPOSED ACTION LIST FOR 2009

Deferred until Away Day



	197
	FUNDING ARRANGEMENTS FOR ASHTON HAYES PARISH COUNCIL FROM CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER

To receive funding arrangements for the Parish Council from Cheshire West and Chester Council



	198
	BOUNDARY REVIEW

The Parish Council had received information relating to the pending Boundary Review in conjunction with the creation of Cheshire West and Chester Council.

RESOLVED:  Deferred until more information had been received.



	199
	BAME EVENT

No nominations were received to attend the City Council’s Promotion of 12th March BAME Event at the University to LSP partners‏



	200
	ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

Members were informed that the Parish Plan would be proposing that a Homewatch Scheme be resumed in the village.



	201
	PEST CONTROL PROBLEM PLAYGROUND

It was reported that the Pest Control problem was still current and it was agreed to organise a Pest Control Company to come and resolve the issues.



	202
	UPDATE ON GOING CARBON NEUTRAL PROJECT

Going Carbon Netural Update report to be appended to the minutes


	203
	MID CHESHIRE FOOTPATH SOCIETY

It was agreed to affiliate to Mid Cheshire Footpath Society for £8.00 per annum.



	204
	BOOTH AVENUE

Councillor Garman informed the meeting that following conversations with residents of Booth Avenue they were concerned about removing the grass verges because of aesthetic reasons.

RESOLVED:  Cllr Garman to determine from the residents whether they are happy with the No Parking signs to be removed.



	205
	ASHTON HAYES PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

Thanks were expressed to Mr Charnock for all his hard work in developing the new Parish Council’s website.  Mr Charnock would continue to administer the site in the short term.



	206
	COMMUNITY PRIDE COMPETITION

Members agreed not to enter the Community Pride Competition 2009.  



	207
	NORTH WEST AIR AMBULANCE DONATION

Members agreed to donate £100.00 to the North West Air Ambulance Fund.



	208
	PARTICIPATORY BUDGET

It was agreed for the Clerk to attend the Participatory Budgeting seminar on Monday 23rd March, from 7pm till 9pm.



	209
	GOWY NORTH AREA  COMMITTEE

It  was agreed for Mrs Tilley, Mrs Strudwick and Mrs Thwaite to attend the last Gowy North Area Committee.



	210
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was reported that the sign in Gongar Lane was still missing.  The Clerk confirmed that the sign was on order as she had been asked to confirm the spelling on Gongar Lane.



	211
	PART II ITEM.  REVIEW THE CATETAKER POSITION

RESOLVED:  

1 The decision was deferred until May 2009.


…………………………………………  Signed.

…………………………………………Date

Meeting finished at 10.10PM

